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DEPT FOR HODDING CARTER 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SOPN XC CH US OVIP (VANCE, CYRUS) 

SUBJ: SECRETARY'S VISIT: PRESS ARRANGEMENTS 

REFS: A) STATE 195143, B) HONG KONG 9859, C) PEKING 1773 

1 . EA/P DIRECTOR CANNON AND USLO OFFICER MET FOR ONE HOUR 
MORNING OF AUGUST 18 WITH MFA INFORMATION DEPARTMENT FOREIGN 
PRESS LIAISON DIVISION DIRECTOR MA YU-CHEN TO DISCUSS 

OVERALL PRESS ARRANGEMENTS FOR SECRETARY'S VISIT. THE FOLLOWING 
SUBJECTS WERE COVERED. 

2. POOLING. CANNON EXPLAINED THE REASONS FOR DEPARTMENT AND 
NETWORK RESISTANCE TO POOLING AND EXPRESSED HOPE THAT DIRECTOR 
MA WOULD CONSIDER APPROVAL FOR SEPARATE NETWORK CREWS 

TO COVER FUTURE VISITS. JA S REPLY WAS CORDIAL BUT NONCOMMITTAL; 

HE OBSERVED THAT THE NUMBER OF JOURNALISTS COVERING THE PRESENT 
VISIT WAS AN INCREASE AND THAT FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS WOULD HAVE TO 
BE TAKEN AS THEY COME. 

3. VISAS FOR THE HONG KONG SIX. INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 
OFFICIAL LIU JU-TSAI CONFIRMED THAT THE MFA HAS INSTRUCTED CHINA 
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TRAVEL SERVICE HONG KONG AND THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS BUREAU 
AT SHUMCHUN (SHENZHEN) TO FACILITATE GRANTING OF VISAS TO 
THE HONG KONG-BASED CORRESPONDENTS. HE SUGGESTED 
THAT THE CORRESPONDENTS PRESENT THEIR PASSPORTS IMMEDIATELY 
TO CHINA TRAVEL SERVICE (REFS B,C). 

4. ITINERARY OF THE HONG KONG SIX. TRAVEL PLANS OF THE 
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HONG KONG BASED CORRESPONDENTS (REF B) WERE PRESENTED TO 
LIU JU-TSAI, WHO COMMENTED THAT HE ANTICIPATED NO 
DIFFICULTIES. HE DID NOT SUGGEST THAT THE SIX NEED ARRIVE 
TOGETHER. WE PRESUME THAT MATHEWS, MATHEWS, BUTTERFIELD 
AND REYNOLDS PLAN TO BOOK SEATS ON CAAC 132, DEPARTING 
CANTON AT 1815 ON AUGUST 21 AND ARRIVING PEKING 2110. 

PLEASE ADVISE WHETHER SMITH AND MORITZ PLAN TO BOOK SEATS 
FOR THE SAME FLIGHT OR WILL ARRIVE VIA CAAC 182, DEPARTING 
CANTON AT 1305 ON AUGUST 21 AND ARRIVING PEKING 1720. 

5. PHOTOGRAPHS. EA/P DIRECTOR CANNON DOES NOT HAVE 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF WASHINGTON BASED IOURNLAISTS IN HIS 
POSSESSION(REF A). EA/P SECRETARY BOYD, ARRIVING 

PEKING 1645 AUGUST 18, CONCEIVABLY WILL BRING THEM. SUGGEST 
THAT DEPARTMENT BEGIN CONTACTING IOURNALISTS IN ANY EVENT 
TO ADVISE THAT THEY OUGHT TO HAVE PHOTOS WITH THEM ON 
ARRIVAL AS A CONTINGENCY. USLO WILL ADVISE BY IMMEDIATE 
CABLE IF PHOTOGRAPHS ARE LOCATED. 

6. RESIDENT JOURNALIST ACCESS. CANNON REITERATED TO 
DIRECTOR MA THE DEPARTMENT S POSITION THAT RESIDENT 
INTERNATIONAL JOURNALISTS SHOULD BE PERMITTED ACCESS 
TO BRIEFINGS AND OTHER APPROPRIATE FUNCTIONS. MA 
INDICATED THAT THIS WOULD BE DONE, THAT ADEQUATE 
NUMBERS OF BANQUET TOAST TRANSCRIPTS WILL BE ROVIDED, 

AND THAT RESIDENT JOURNALIST PARKING IN VICINITY OF 
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GREAT HALL (A PAST SOURCE OF FRICTION) WILL BE DISCUSSED 
WITH LOCAL POLICE AND FACILITATED. CANNON SINGLED OUT 
REUTERS CORRESPONDENTS FOR SPECIAL MENTION (REF A); 

DIRECTOR MA ALLOWED THAT DEPARTING BUREAU CHIEF ROGERS 
AND ARRIVING BUREAU CHIEF MCKENZIE ARE CONSIDERED "GOOD 
FRIENDS” BY THE CHINESE. 

7. PRESS ACTIVITIES AND SCHEDULE. A SPECIFIC SCHEDULE FOR 
JOURNALISTS WILL DEPEND ON THE SCHEDULE SET FOR 
SECRETARY VANCE, THE SEPARATE ITINERARY FOR MRS. VANCE, 

AND THE INTERESTS OF THE JOURNALISTS THEMSELVES. NOTING 
THAT 1 1 OF THE PRESS PARTY HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN IN CHINA, 

MA ASKED IF ANY WOULD BE INTERESTED IN REPEATING PAST 
ACTIVITIES (EXCURSION TO THE GREAT WALL, THE SUMMER PALACE, 
LOCAL COMMUNES AND FACTORIES ARE BEING TENTATIVELY CONSIDERED 
FOR JOURNALISTS IN PEKING FOR THE FIRST TIME) AND SOLICITED 

IDEAS FOR OTHER ACTIVITIES. USLO WOULD APPRECIATE HAVING 
ANY SUCH SUGGESTIONS THAT MIGHT BE PRESENTED INFORMALLY IN 
ADVANCE TO DIRECTOR MA. THINKING ALOUD, MA SPECULATED 
THAT THE INFORMATION DEPARTMENT WOULD PROBABLY ARRANGE 
TWO DIFFERENT SETS OF GROUP ACTIVITIES: SIGHTSEEING WITH 
MRS. VANCE FOR THOSE NOT PREVIOUSLY IN CHINA AND OTHER 
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ACTIVITIES FOR THE OLD HANDS. 

8. THE FIRST SUBSTANTIVE MEETING. MA INDICATED THAT 
BASED ON PAST EXPERIENCE THE PRESS WOULD NOT WISH TO 
SCHEDULE ANY OUTSIDE ACTIVITIES DURING THE FIRST 
SUBSTANTIVE MEETING BETWEEN SECRETARY VANCE AND HIS 
COUNTERPART. FOR THIS SESSION THE ACCOMPNAYING PRESS 
WILL BE INVITED TO BE ON HAND FOR THE INITIAL EXCHANGE 
OF COURTESIES (ABOUT 5 MINUTES) AND TO TAKE PHOTOGRAPHS. 

THEY WILL THEN BE DRIVEN BACK TO THE MINZU HOTEL TO 
WRITE AND FILE THEIR STORIES. 

9. ARRIVAL DETAILS AND PROTOCOL. MA INDICATED THAT HE 
WOULD ARRANGE FOR ASST SECRETARY CARTER, EA/P DIRECTOR 
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CANNON, AND HIMSELF TO SHARE A CAR FROM THE AIRPORT 
TO THE CITY (APPROXIMATELY A 45 MINUTE RIDE) TO PERMIT 
AN EARLY EXCHANGE OF OPINIONS OF PRESS MATTERS. SHORTLY 
AFTER ARRIVAL AT THE MINZU HOTEL, MA WILL BRIEF THE PRESS 
ON HOUSEKEEPING DETAILS (USE OF TELEX FACILITIES, TELEPHONES, 
PAYMENT OF BILLS AND SO FORTH). 

10. MISCELLANEOUS CONCERNS. MA REQUESTED THAT PRESS LUGGAGE 
BE CLEARLY IDENTIFIED AND PRESS PASSPORTS KEPT IN SEPARATE 
PACKET (TO ASSURE THAT THEY ARE SENT TO MINZU INSTEAD OF THE 
GUEST HOUSE). HE ALSO REQUESTED THAT PRESS (AND OTHERS) 

BE REMINDED THAT THE PRC WILL NOT REPEAT NOT HONOR AMERICAN 
EXPRESS OR FIRST NATIONAL CITY BANK OF NEW YORK (CITIBANK) 
TRAVELLERS CHEQUES. IN ORDER TO FACILITATE SHIPMENT OF 
FILM OUT OF PRC, MA REQUESTED THAT POOL PERSONNEL PREPARE 
A SHIPPING PLAN ACCORDING TO THE PERTINENT INTERNATIONAL AIR 
SCHEDULES. 

1 1 . MA WILL MEET AGAIN WITH CANNON AND USLO OFFICER ON 
SUNDAY AUGUST 21 TO SHOW PRESS FACILITIES AND TO HAVE FINAL 
PRE-ARRIVAL EXCHANGE OF VIEWS. 

WOODCOCK 
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